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Female Eclecticism
In a former union building in Berlin, gallerist Annette Kicken has made a new home
for her and her three daughters. Her loft mixes classics and vintage pieces.

The gallery of pictures in the entrance way displays a cross section of the history of
photography. And it shows what all a woman can be. Simultaneously sensitive and strong like the
actresses Romy Schneider and Ruth Landshoff or sweet like the young ballerina that Otto Steinert
staged for his images at the Folkwang Schule in Essen in the 1950s.

“My wall of women,” says Annette Kicken of the salon hang of female portraits from a variety
of epochs, and smiles. The woman with a head of dark curly hair is one of the leading gallerists for
artistic photography and has here, in her Berlin apartment, collected some of her favorite works. And
Kicken herself has much of what the women on her wall embody. She is full of energy as she talks
about her current project UMBQOs, an apartment building on Gipsstral3e that she has designed with
design classics and antiquities and now rents. She seems contemplative when conversation turns to
why she moved into her current apartment. Her life in a townhouse on Linienstral3e with her three
daughters, where they had lived for many years, ended with the death of her husband.

“There was always a creative chaos there,” the gallerist remembers. “Life and work melded
together; we always had collectors, artists and friends at the house.” Her Galerie Kicken Berlin is still
located on the ground floor of that building, but for Annette Kicken and her children, it was time for a
change of scene. “Without Rudolf, our house was like an empty stage.” Their new, 290 sgm
apartment is also located in the Scheunenviertel in a former union building. After just the first visit she
knew: “That is the right thing — and the opposite of our previous living situation: built before the war,
high ceilings, multiple families in the same house.” And, “The karma was right.”

In the bright, friendly rooms, she could easily envision combining her sense of style with the
needs of her family. In her renovation, she smartly used materials or built-ins that were both aesthetic
and sturdy or — even better — already had earned their patina. Like the leather for the round booths
in her kitchen, which were made from old wrestling mats from a former elementary school. Annette
Kicken got the sinks in the bathroom from a Berlin dealer that rescued them from the famous Haus
Cumberland.

For the things that Kicken and her daughters have and collect — many books, vases, antique
earrings, and toys — the gallerist designed built-ins that look as though they had always been part of
the loft. She effortlessly mixes furniture and art objects that, at first glance, share little in common
besides the love of their owner.

And yet these combinations of classics and vintage pieces create a confident and tasteful unity.
The famous Papa Bear chairs by Hans J. Wegner sit next to the fireplace before an antique statue of
Mary, which Rudolf Kicken received from his uncle for his eighteenth birthday. An art deco side table
from a Brussels flea market, a floor lamp from the 1930s, and a chair from the 1920s, a design by the
Rasch Brothers, have all assembled in the hallway.



Annette Kicken finds inspiration everywhere. She and her husband found the large dining table,
which once stood in a library, years ago at a flea market in the south of France. For the kitchen, she
took her carpenter to Berlin's Museum der Dinge (Museum of Things), where the man acquainted
himself with the design of the so-called Frankfurt Kitchen — the prototype of the modern kitchenette,
devised by Viennese architect Margarete Schitte-Lihotzky. Another creative woman.

Julia Siepbmann

Top center

The inspiration for the travertine mantelpiece was one in the Paris atelier of sculptor Constantin
Brancusi. In front, two Papa Bear chairs by Hans Wegner and a side table from the 1950s.

Left middle

A work by Hans-Peter Feldmann, Ganz langsam singen (Singing very slowly), hangs above the bathtub.
On the sides, two wall lamps from the 1940s.

Left bottom

The chair is a design by the Rasch Brothers from the 1920s. Kicken found the floor lamp at a second-
hand shop in Maine.

Right top
A work by Franz Ehrlich hangs above the fireplace.

Right middle

The two antique moon globes stand on a Chinese sideboard. Above those, a view of the moon from
a historical atlas by Loewry & Puiseux.

Right bottom
Annette Kicken next to two antique globes. She wears a blouse by her favorite Berlin label, ‘Cruba’.
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Weiblicher
Eklektizismus
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