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The Moment is Eternity 
 
An unusual exhibition with photographs from the Olbricht Collection 
 
Art collector Thomas Olbricht often displays parts of his own collection, the Olbricht Collection, in his 
private museum in Berlin Mitte. This time, the focus is on photography. For the curation of the show 
he called on his longtime friend and seasoned expert in photography, gallerist Annette Kicken. “It was 
an affair of the heart,” she gushes. “It is rare that someone collects this breadth, depth, and quality of 
photography.” 
 
Annette Kicken was able to select the objects for the show from the collection’s cornucopia. Indeed, 
many iconic works by photographers such as Cindy Sherman, William Eggleston, Robert Capa, Larry 
Clark, and August Sander are included. But not only images relevant to the history of photography are 
on view but scientific and press photography also joins the exhibition, even images by complete 
unknowns. 
 
And if that weren’t enough, the photographs are flanked by other media: by painting, watercolors, and 
prints by famous artists like Albrecht Dürer, Emil Nolde, Otto Dix, and Ernst Ludwig Kirchner, and by 
strange objects from Olbricht’s wunderkammer, among them a white peacock, a large antique 
funhouse mirror from France around 1900, and a taxidermy giraffe. Combining photography with 
other artistic media may seem surprising in this context, but for Annette Kicken, it is the fulfilment of a 
dream that she and her late husband, Rudolf Kicken, had pursued in their gallery for decades. “It has 
always been about helping photography gain more visibility as an artistic medium. With this curation, I 
thought: mission accomplished.” 
 
You can truly only agree. When the nudes by Otto Dix, Ernst Ludwig Kirchner, and Marlene Dumas 
hang next to such iconic photographs such as Schwarzer Akt (Black Nude) by Otto Steinert and a shot 
by Juergen Teller from his Versace Heart series, or when a painting of the paradise by Jan Breughel the 
Younger from the seventeenth century is placed near the eccentric family idyll of Diane Arbus’s nudist 
camp, numerous and deep fields of association open up around the subjects of becoming and 
declining, beauty and decay, body and society — manifestly complemented by miniature skulls and 
hourglasses from the Olbricht Collection, which, as memento mori, reference such overarching 
concepts like transience and eternity.  
 
The Moment is Eternity is a very fitting phrase, and also the title of the wonderful exhibition. There is 
hardly a thought more relevant to photography than that. Since its invention, it has attempted to 
freeze a fleeting moment that disappears only seconds later. To that extent, a certain melancholy is 
inherent to the medium, an ambivalent complicity with time and its progression. 

Angela Hohmann 
 
 
Me collectors room, Olbricht Foundation, Auguststr. 68, Mitte, Wed - Mon 12 - 6 pm. Through April 1, 2019.  
______ 
caption: Iconic: August Sander's Bricklayer, 1928 
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